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A Message from Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries

Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries is proud to be the Presenting Sponsor of the 2026 Volunteer 
Awards. This year’s partnership celebrates 42 years of volunteers devoting their time and 
energy to help strengthen our communities and improve the lives of others.
Volunteer Manitoba offers invaluable resources in the areas of volunteer recruitment, training, 
retention and much more. These essential programs, along with Volunteer Manitoba’s 
valuable guidance and expertise, help organizations build strong foundations that inspire 
people to step forward and contribute to their communities. 
Volunteerism is an integral part of our culture at Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries. We encourage 
our employees to contribute through our many sponsorship and volunteer opportunities and 
to involve family members whenever possible. Collectively, we make such a positive impact in 
our communities when we come together to lend our time and talent. Whenever we can help 
out at a charitable event, pitch-in at a festival, or coach our children’s sports team, it leaves a 
lasting impact on people and communities. 
The Volunteer Awards recognizes individuals, groups and organizations that have made 
important contributions through volunteerism. The evening provides an opportunity to 
show our appreciation for their terrific work which has helped charitable and not-for-profit 
organizations continue to thrive in Manitoba. We can look back over the past year and 
appreciate all that has been accomplished due to these individuals’ selflessness and 
generosity.
Congratulations to all the award winners and nominees, your noble efforts and passion for 
volunteering are truly an inspiration to us all. Thank you for supporting our communities and 
making Manitoba an even better place to live.

Gerry Sul
President & CEO  
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries

A Message from Volunteer Manitoba

On behalf of Volunteer Manitoba, we are honoured to welcome you to the 42nd Annual 
Volunteer Awards.
Each year, we gather to celebrate the remarkable spirit of volunteerism that runs through 
the heart of our province. This year carries special significance as we mark both National 
Volunteer Week and the International Year of the Volunteer. While National Volunteer 
Week invites us to celebrate and thank volunteers here at home, the International Year of the 
Volunteer places our collective efforts within a broader global movement—one that recognizes 
volunteerism as essential to building more inclusive, resilient, and connected societies.
At Volunteer Manitoba, we see this impact every day. Our work connects people to meaningful 
volunteer opportunities, supports nonprofit organizations in building strong volunteer 
programs, and provides training and resources that strengthen our province’s capacity 
to serve. Volunteers are at the heart of all we do, and tonight, we shine a spotlight on the 
incredible individuals, community groups, and organizations who exemplify the very best of 
what it means to give back.
This event is not only a celebration, but also a reminder of the collective strength we build 
when we come together. Whether through acts of advocacy, care, leadership, or innovation, 
volunteers make our communities stronger and more vibrant.
To our award recipients—thank you. Your efforts have not gone unnoticed, and your stories 
move us deeply. To our sponsors, partners, and community supporters—thank you for making 
this celebration possible and for championing volunteerism across Manitoba.
As we mark 42 years of honouring volunteerism, we also look ahead with hope and purpose. 
Volunteer Manitoba remains committed to supporting and promoting the incredible work of 
volunteers across our province, and we are grateful to be on this journey with all of you.

Ashley Seymour
Executive Director 
Volunteer Manitoba
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Lieutenant Governor’s 
Community Leadership Award 
Paige Paupanakis (Youth)
Paige is an inspiring and compassionate 
young leader who has already made a 
profound impact on her community and 
beyond. Known for her initiative and 
selflessness, she consistently steps up 
to support others—whether organizing 
fundraisers, coordinating donations, 
or volunteering during emergencies in 
Pimicikamak Cree Nation and Cross 
Lake. She has also contributed her time to 
wellness initiatives in Winnipeg and proudly 
represented Manitoba as an athlete.
A strong advocate for youth, Paige ensures 
their voices are heard at all levels, even 
engaging with provincial leadership to 
drive meaningful change. Mentored by 
respected leaders, she continues to grow 
while uplifting those around her. Paige leads 
with humility, never seeking recognition, 
yet inspiring people of all ages through her 
dedication, kindness, and determination. 
With a bright future ahead, she is a powerful 
voice for her generation and a champion for 
her community.
Mary-Ann Playford (Northern)
Mary-Ann has dedicated nearly five decades 
to education, disability advocacy, and 
the preservation of Northern Manitoba’s 

history. A respected teacher in Northern 
communities including Cranberry Portage, 
she was known for mentoring students of 
all ages with care and commitment. After 
becoming deaf in the early 1980s, Mary-
Ann redirected her path toward advocacy, 
developing an adult deaf-education program 
that gained recognition beyond Manitoba.
Her passion for history led her to found 
the Cranberry Portage Heritage Museum, 
where she has served for over 25 years as 
a volunteer curator, manager, and educator. 
She played a central role in restoring the 
1929 Canadian National Railway Station, 
transforming it into a vibrant museum and 
community hub. Through archival work, 
exhibit development, and community 
partnerships, she has preserved thousands 
of stories and artifacts. Now in her 80s, 
Mary-Ann continues to inspire through her 
leadership, ensuring that the history and 
identity of her community are protected for 
generations to come.
Susan Witherly (Urban)
Susan is a dedicated and compassionate 
community volunteer who has spent 15 
years supporting children and families 
through the Spence Neighbourhood 
Association’s Building Belonging program 
in Winnipeg. Volunteering weekly, she 
plays many roles—from program support 
and mentorship to leading activities in art, 
sports, and as an in-house Taekwondo 

instructor. Her commitment extends beyond 
the program, helping children feel safe, 
supported, and connected both in and out of 
the community. Susan has also contributed 
to community development through the 
Environment and Open Spaces Committee, 
fostering collaboration through gardening 
and neighbourhood initiatives. As a former 
facilitator and board member with Circles for 
Reconciliation, she helped create meaningful 
dialogue between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples. As a Geography 
and Information scientist, Susan inspires 
curiosity through STEM programming and 
mentorship, particularly for girls and gender-
diverse youth. Her long-term dedication has 
made her a trusted mentor and a lasting, 
positive influence in the lives of countless 
young people.
Elaine Hofer (Rural)
Elaine is a dedicated and compassionate 
community volunteer whose commitment 
spans over 20 years. Passionate about 
education, sustainability, and supporting 
others, she has contributed in countless 
ways—teaching art, supervising summer 
camps, volunteering at the Brandon Soup 
Kitchen, organizing fundraisers and clothing 
drives, and helping her community maintain 
local trails. Her leadership and creativity 
bring people together, inspiring children 
and adults alike to engage, learn, and care 
for their surroundings. Elaine has also 
played a key role in cultural and social 
initiatives. She helped Syrian newcomers 
settle in Manitoba by sewing clothing and 
bedding for women and children, donating 
furniture, providing mentorship and support 
to navigate their new community, and 
fostering deep connections that continue to 

this day. She founded the annual Hutterite 
Run, raising funds for the local soup kitchen 
while promoting community wellness and 
participation. Currently pursuing secondary 
education at Brandon University, Elaine 
combines her natural empathy, dedication, 
and innovative spirit to make a lasting 
impact. Her selfless efforts enrich her 
community, empowering children, families, 
and neighbours while cultivating connection, 
understanding, and joy. 

Premier’s Volunteer Service 
Award 
Emily Jochelson (Youth) 
Emily is a Grade 11 student at Balmoral Hall 
School whose dedication to volunteerism 
spans school, community, and youth-
focused programs. Balancing a full academic 
load, including three Advanced Placement 
courses, Emily has contributed over 500 
volunteer hours in the past two years 
alone. Her commitment is marked by both 
consistency and impact, supporting children, 
peers, and the broader community with 
creativity, empathy, and leadership.
Emily serves as a Volunteer Camp 
Counsellor with the Winnipeg Humane 
Society, mentoring children through 
structured programs while adapting activities 
to ensure inclusion and engagement. 
She contributes to the Winnipeg Fringe 
Festival and Teddy Bears’ Picnic, supporting 
logistics, ticketing, and patron experiences. 
Within Balmoral Hall, she strengthens student 
life as a mentor in debate, robotics, and arts 
programming, applying videography, editing, 
and organizational skills to enhance school 
initiatives. Her dedication, initiative, and care 

Tonight we celebrate these outstanding individuals and community groups  
for their achievements, their dedication to the community we share and  

their excellence in volunteerism.
Congratulations to the recipients and nominees of  

the 42nd Annual Volunteer Awards!
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for others make Emily a trusted mentor and a 
positive force in every community she serves, 
inspiring peers and creating lasting impact.
Guneet Brar (Youth) 
Guneet is an inspiring volunteer with CanU 
Canada, a Manitoba-based nonprofit 
supporting youth in Grades 5–12, particularly 
those facing socioeconomic barriers. Since 
Fall 2022, Guneet has contributed over 
450 hours, serving as a mentor, session 
coordinator, and facilitator. She supports 
cohorts of 15–30 youth, guiding them 
through engaging campus-based activities 
while fostering confidence, leadership, and 
a sense of belonging. Guneet designs and 
delivers creative learning experiences, 
including art projects, mental health 
awareness sessions, and problem-solving 
workshops, empowering participants to 
explore their aspirations and develop 
new skills. She also steps in to lead 
independently when needed, creating safe 
and inclusive spaces for all youth. Beyond 
direct mentorship, Guneet strengthens 
CanU’s volunteer community through 
recruitment, onboarding, and team support. 
Balancing her volunteer work with her final 
semester in Psychology at the University 
of Manitoba, she exemplifies commitment, 
empathy, and leadership, making a lasting 
impact on youth, volunteers, and the 
broader community.
Nitesh Sanghai (Individual)
Nitesh is an exceptional volunteer and 
advocate whose dedication to the ALS 
community has created meaningful impact 
both locally and beyond. While completing 
his PhD and raising a young family, Nitesh 
has devoted countless hours to volunteer 

service, demonstrating an unwavering 
commitment to supporting individuals living 
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS).
Since 2019, he has been an active leader 
within the ALS community, serving as an 
ALS Canada Community Ambassador, a 
member of the National Advocacy Team, a 
NEALS Research Ambassador, and a board 
member with the ALS Society of Manitoba. 
Through these roles, he has raised 
awareness, influenced advocacy efforts, and 
provided hope to those affected by ALS.
Nitesh’s volunteer contributions also include 
fundraising over $7,500 for the ALS Brummitt-
Feasby House, participating in the Walk to 
End ALS, and sharing stories of resilience to 
inspire others. His compassion, leadership, 
and tireless efforts continue to strengthen the 
ALS community and improve lives. 
Glen Tesluk (Individual)
Glen is a dedicated and compassionate 
volunteer whose presence has made a 
profound impact at Holy Family Personal 
Care Home. Over the past year, he has gone 
above and beyond to create meaningful 
connections with residents, taking the time 
to learn their names, preferences, and 
routines—no small feat in a community of 
over 300 individuals. His warmth, reliability, 
and genuine care have made him a trusted 
and familiar presence among both residents 
and staff. Glen’s volunteer contributions 
have significantly enhanced participation 
in activities such as music evenings, paint 
nights, and special events. Through his 
encouragement and personal outreach, 
he has helped residents feel comfortable, 
included, and excited to engage. His 
initiative, positive energy, and willingness 

to step in wherever needed, ensures that 
programs run smoothly and reach more 
people. Glen’s dedication strengthens 
the sense of community within the home, 
enriching the lives of residents and 
supporting staff in creating a more vibrant, 
connected environment.
Ste-Anne Hospital Heliport 
Volunteers (Group)
The Fonds Hôpital Ste-Anne Hospital 
Fund Heliport volunteer group is a 
remarkable team of twelve dedicated 
residents whose commitment ensures 
life-saving care remains accessible to their 
community. United by a shared purpose, 
these volunteers provide 24/7, year-round 
surveillance and operational support for the 
Hôpital Ste-Anne heliport—an essential link 
for critically ill and injured patients requiring 
rapid transport by STARS air ambulance.
Through rigorous training and unwavering 
reliability, they conduct inspections, 
maintain safety standards, and respond 
within minutes to incoming flights, often 
in challenging conditions and at personal 
sacrifice. Since 2023, they have contributed 
more than 18,000 hours of on-call service, 
helping preserve the heliport’s accreditation 
and enabling timely access to advanced 
care. As the only volunteer-run accredited 
heliport operation of its kind in Manitoba, 
this group’s impact is profound. Their 
dedication not only sustains a critical piece 
of healthcare infrastructure but ultimately 
helps save lives across the region.
Winnipeg Crime Stoppers (Group)
Winnipeg Crime Stoppers is a trusted, 
volunteer-driven organization that has 

played a vital role in advancing community 
safety through anonymous crime reporting 
and public engagement. By providing a safe 
and confidential way for residents to share 
information, the organization empowers 
individuals to contribute to crime prevention 
without fear, helping to build trust between 
the community and law enforcement. 
Beyond tip collection, Winnipeg Crime 
Stoppers demonstrates strong leadership 
through innovative campaigns, education 
initiatives, and strategic partnerships. 
From addressing emerging issues like 
arson and retail crime to collaborating with 
organizations such as Bear Clan Patrol 
and The Joy Smith Foundation, their work 
reflects a deep commitment to responsive, 
community-centered solutions. Through 
ongoing outreach, youth engagement, and 
improved digital accessibility, Winnipeg 
Crime Stoppers continues to evolve to 
meet changing needs. Their impact is clear: 
safer neighborhoods, stronger community 
connections, and a more engaged public 
working together to prevent crime.

Mayor’s Volunteer Service 
Award
Jerome Peters
Jerome is a dedicated volunteer coach and 
community leader whose decades of service 
have made a lasting impact in Winnipeg’s 
core neighbourhoods. As the owner and 
operator of the nonprofit Power Boxing Club, 
he has spent over 30 years creating a safe, 
welcoming space where youth and adults 
can build confidence, discipline, and healthy 
lifestyles through sport. A retired professional 
boxer and Level IV Certified Coach, Jerome 
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volunteers countless hours mentoring young 
people, often covering costs himself to 
ensure no one is turned away. He provides 
equipment, transportation, and additional 
training opportunities, helping athletes reach 
elite levels of competition while instilling 
important life skills. Beyond the gym, 
Jerome fosters a strong sense of community 
through open-door access, mentorship, and 
initiatives like holiday gatherings and casual 
employment opportunities for those in need. 
His unwavering commitment continues to 
uplift individuals, strengthen community 
connections, and create positive pathways 
for generations of Winnipeggers.
Chloe Chau 
Chloe is a dedicated volunteer whose 
passion for music and youth development 
has transformed the Mulvey School 
community. For four years, she has provided 
consistent, personalized piano instruction 
to students who otherwise lack access to 
lessons, extending each session to meet the 
needs and enthusiasm of her students. Her 
patience, encouragement, and mentorship 
have made her a trusted and inspiring 
presence in the school. Beyond teaching, 
Chloe demonstrates strong leadership by 
coordinating lesson schedules, supporting 
new volunteer instructors, and helping 
organize the school’s annual piano recital, 
which now attracts families and showcases 
student achievements. She is also 
developing a Keyboard Library Program, 
repurposing donated instruments to expand 
at-home practice opportunities and promote 
equitable access to music education. Chloe’s 
broader volunteer experience also includes 
teaching young swimmers and tutoring 
children in French. Chloe’s volunteerism 

creates lasting benefits: nurturing 
confidence, discipline, and creativity in 
children, fostering community connections, 
and providing a safe, supportive environment 
where students can grow and thrive.
Mae Juenke 
Mae is an outstanding volunteer whose 
dedication to youth development and 
mentorship has had a transformative impact 
on the CanU Canada community. Over the 
past two years, Mae has served as a Mentor, 
Tutor, and Camp Volunteer, consistently 
supporting programming for over 600 
youth across 70+ schools. They go above 
and beyond, preparing learning spaces, 
assisting staff, and guiding new volunteers 
to ensure every youth receives attention 
and encouragement. Mae’s leadership is 
rooted in empathy, inclusivity, and cultural 
awareness. As a Métis volunteer, they 
draw on their own experiences to connect 
authentically with youth, fostering safe and 
empowering environments. Their efforts 
extend beyond mentoring: they actively 
recruit volunteers, promote programs on 
campus, and cultivate a supportive, cohesive 
volunteer community. Through tutoring, 
mentorship, and creative programming, 
Mae strengthens confidence, resilience, 
and belonging for youth while helping 
sustain CanU’s mission of equitable access 
to learning opportunities. Their impact 
resonates across participants, volunteers, 
and the broader community, creating lasting 
social and educational benefits
Craig Phillips 
Craig is a dedicated community leader and 
volunteer who has spent more than 15 
years supporting individuals experiencing 

homelessness in Winnipeg. He began with 
grassroots outreach, preparing sandwiches 
and offering direct support, and has since 
built impactful, volunteer-driven initiatives 
that meet urgent community needs with 
compassion and consistency. In 2012, 
Craig co-founded “Chili From the Heart” 
with his late wife, serving over 20,000 
meals while also distributing clothing and 
essential items. Building on this momentum, 
he launched Winnipeg’s Helping Hands in 
2022, which has grown into a network of 
nearly 600 volunteers. The group collects 
and distributes clothing, footwear, and 
personal care items, and has provided more 
than 10,000 pairs of socks. Volunteers also 
prepare hundreds of sandwiches twice 
monthly to support local outreach efforts.
Craig’s hands-on leadership, resilience, 
and ability to mobilize others have created 
a sustained, meaningful impact—improving 
dignity, wellbeing, and community 
connection across Winnipeg.
Kadar Ahmed 
Kadar is a community leader whose 
nearly two decades of volunteer service 
have strengthened newcomer and family 
supports in Winnipeg. After immigrating to 
Canada in 2001, he recognized a lack of 
accessible programs for youth, education, 
and cultural connection within his 
community. In response, he began building 
grassroots, volunteer-led initiatives offering 
after-school programming, summer camps, 
family supports, and food security efforts—
growing participation from just 30 children 
to more than 150 within five years.
Alongside his studies and career in nursing, 
Kadar remained deeply committed to 

mentorship and community development. 
His leadership helped unite families, 
youth, and elders around a shared vision 
for a permanent, community-led space. 
Through sustained volunteer leadership, the 
community expanded into larger facilities 
and ultimately achieved the purchase of a 
permanent building in 2017, transforming 
a 15-year vision into reality for the Bilal 
Community and Family Centre. Today, 
Kadar’s legacy lives on through a thriving, 
multi-use community hub that supports 
hundreds of families annually, fostering 
belonging, wellbeing, and long-term 
community resilience. 

Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries 
Community Changemakers 
Award 
The Volunteer Team at  
Place Des Meurons
The volunteer team at 400 Place Des 
Meurons is an extraordinary group of 
senior leaders, aged 55 to 100, whose 
contributions form the backbone of 
Winnipeg’s Francophone community. With 
more than 70 resident volunteers actively 
engaged, they lead and sustain a wide 
range of programs, events, and services 
that enrich daily life and foster strong 
social connections. Since 1994, their roles 
have evolved from informal support to 
essential leadership, ensuring the residence 
remains vibrant, inclusive, and responsive 
to community needs. From organizing 
meals, cultural events, and recreation to 
providing peer support, mentorship, and 
outreach, their efforts touch every aspect of 
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community life. Their work not only sustains 
vital services but also creates a welcoming 
environment where seniors feel valued, 
connected, and engaged. Through their 
dedication, this group combats isolation, 
strengthens cultural identity, and inspires 
volunteerism across both urban and rural 
Francophone communities—demonstrating 
the powerful impact of collective, sustained 
volunteer action.

Association of Manitoba 
Municipalities (AMM) 
Community Leadership Award
Lac Du Bonnet Emergency 
Management Social Services Team
The Lac du Bonnet Emergency Management 
Social Services (ESS) Team is a dedicated 
volunteer group that has strengthened 
community preparedness and resilience for 
over 15 years. Through ongoing training, 
public education, and outreach, they ensure 
residents are informed, connected, and 
ready in times of crisis. Their impact was 
most evident during the Spring 2025 wildfire 
emergency, when the team mobilized within 
an hour to transform a community centre 
into a fully operational evacuation site. 
Volunteers quickly organized into specialized 
roles, providing essential services, 
emotional support, and creative solutions to 
emerging needs—from establishing spaces 
for children to creating accommodations 
for pets. Over ten days, they supported 
evacuees, first responders, and emergency 
personnel with compassion, coordination, 
and care. Their leadership has not only 
guided the community through crisis but also 

strengthened local partnerships and inspired 
greater volunteer involvement—leaving Lac 
du Bonnet better prepared, more connected, 
and more resilient for the future.

CTV Champion of Mental 
Health Award
Sam Klack
Sam is a compassionate volunteer whose 
lived experience and resilience have 
become a powerful force for community 
impact. After recovering from a severe 
traumatic brain injury, Sam turned to Thrive 
Community Support Circle for support, later 
choosing to give back in a meaningful and 
sustained way. Now volunteering full-time, 
he plays an essential role in delivering 
frontline supports—serving meals, preparing 
and delivering food hampers, managing 
donations, and supporting outreach 
initiatives that ensure individuals have 
access to basic needs.
Beyond these contributions, Sam is a key 
leader in Thrive’s Men’s Support Circle, 
where he helps create a safe, stigma-free 
space for connection, healing, and peer 
support. His openness in sharing his own 
journey fosters trust, reduces stigma, and 
encourages others to seek help.
Through compassion, consistency, and 
leadership by example, Sam strengthens 
community wellbeing, builds connections, 
and inspires others—demonstrating the 
profound impact of volunteerism rooted in 
lived experience.

Spark Outstanding Pro Bono 
Consultant Award
Kalyn Murdock 
Kalyn is a dedicated fundraiser whose 
mentorship and leadership have left a 
tremendous impact on Acorn Family Place 
(AFP). Since September 2023, Kalyn 
has served as an unwavering source of 
inspiration and support through the Spark 
program, where she was selected as a 
mentor. Her mentee describes her as the 
ideal guide—someone whose leadership, 
encouragement, and strategic insight have 
been transformative both personally and 
professionally.
Kalyn’s approach to mentorship is rooted 
in empowerment. She doesn’t just lead—
she cultivates leadership in others. Under 
Kalyn’s mentorship, her mentee achieved 
several key milestones, including the 
development of AFP’s first-ever Case 
for Support—a foundational fundraising 
document. Kalyn’s influence extended 
beyond strategy and documentation; she 
played a pivotal role in designing a donor 
tracking management system, enhancing 
engagement and relationship-building 
across the organization.
Kalyn Murdock exemplifies what it means 
to be a leader who uplifts others, fostering 
growth, innovation, and resilience in the 
nonprofit world.

Barb Gemmell Catalyst Award 
for Excellence in Volunteer 
Management 
Adam Rout 
Adam is the driving force behind Meals on 
Wheels’ volunteer program, ensuring that 
over 176,000 nutritious meals are delivered 
each year to vulnerable Winnipeggers. 
As Volunteer Coordinator, he manages 
approximately 300 volunteers across 29 
weekday and 9 weekend routes, keeping 
the program running seamlessly 365 days 
a year. Adam’s dedication goes beyond 
logistics—he fosters engagement, builds 
relationships, and motivates volunteers 
with creativity, recognition, and clear 
communication. He personally orients new 
volunteers, provides ongoing support, 
and adapts recruitment strategies to fill 
challenging routes, ensuring everyone 
feels confident and valued. By leveraging 
technology, flexible scheduling, and inventive 
approaches like contests and perks, Adam 
maximizes volunteer participation and 
strengthens program reliability.
Adam’s leadership ensures that volunteers 
are safe, supported, and appreciated, while 
vulnerable community members consistently 
receive vital meals. His commitment, 
innovation, and hands-on approach make 
him an indispensable part of Meals on 
Wheels and a champion of volunteer-driven 
community care.

“Start where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.”
~ Arthur Ashe  
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Introducing Your Hosts 
Maralee Caruso 
Maralee is CTV Winnipeg’s Senior News Anchor, hosting both 
CTV News at 5 and CTV News at 6.
Originally from Thunder Bay, Ontario, Maralee began her 
broadcasting career as a reporter at TBT News and joined CTV 
Winnipeg in 2001. As a journalist for over 29 years, Maralee 
has covered breaking news stories, civic, provincial and federal 
elections, and keeps Manitobans up to date on current communi-
ty events in our cities and our province.
Maralee is a strong advocate for several community organizations including The Winnipeg 
Humane Society where she adopted her best friend “Jack” , The Salvation Army, Variety 
Manitoba, Canadian Blood Services and more. In 2018, Maralee launched the Hero in You 
campaign, an annual November blood drive for Canadian Blood Services, raising awareness 
and new donors. This cause affected Maralee personally in 2016 when she lost her mother to 
a rare form of blood cancer.
When not anchoring the news or helping in the community, you will find Maralee in her garden 
or cheering on her two sons who are accomplished wrestlers honing their skills at the National 
Training Centre in Montreal in pursuit of the upcoming Olympic Games.

Rachel Lagacé
Rachel Lagacé is the host of Your Morning Winnipeg on 
CTV. This is a role Rachel has been doing for more than four 
years. She sets her alarm clock for 2:08 am to get ready and get 
to work for her 4 am shift. It might sound crazy, but she loves 
getting a head start on her day and being the first to tell people 
what’s going on in the community and around the world!
Before becoming host of the show, Rachel reported on breaking 
news and community events since the morning show’s inception 
in 2011. Her time at CTV began in December 2002, where she worked as a reporter for more 
than 10 years for CTV News at 6 before moving to the morning show. Rachel’s first job in jour-
nalism began at PGTV in Prince George, BC in August 2001 where she learned the importance 
of local news. She’s been a journalist for almost 25 years and calls herself a news junkie!
She grew up in the community of La Salle just outside of Winnipeg in a francophone family 

and spoke French before English. Rachel wanted to be a journalist since the age of 9 and 
loves telling the stories of people and events in her community. She’s married with a son 
named Maxim and a daughter Zoé and is a proud francophone instilling her love of the lan-
guage in her children.
Rachel is an avid reader and enjoys a good book on a beach anywhere.

Join the conversation by using:

#VMAwards2026

VolunteerManitoba.ca

@volunteermanitoba 
@volunteermanitoba
@volunteer-manitoba

VolunteerManitoba.ca

@volunteermanitoba 
@volunteermanitoba
@volunteer-manitoba

Inspired to Volunteer?

VolunteerManitoba.ca/volunteer_opportunities

Celebrating Volunteers 
in Our Communities!
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Volunteer Manitoba Board of Directors
Shaun Leonoff, President
Matthew Pena, Vice-President
Terri Scott, Treasurer
Kelly Kluger, Secretary
Tracy Hegg-Penner, Director
Sandy Chahal, Director
Dr. Anju Bajaj, Director

Karen Stevens-Chambers, Director
Tara Pratt, Director
Gayle Waxman, Director
Judie Holliday, Director
Matthew Wedlake, Director
Phillip Dunphy, Past-President

About Volunteer Manitoba 
Volunteer Manitoba is proud to be a leader in community engagement by providing informa-
tion, training and resources on all aspects of the voluntary and non-profit sectors. Our mission 
is to support and recognize volunteerism across the province, and to support individuals and 
groups as they develop and enhance their capacity to meet community needs.

Volunteer Manitoba Staff
Ashley Seymour, Executive Director
Kamillah El-Giadaa, Manager, Training & Development
Corinne Napper, Communications Assistant
Stephanie Rosser, Community Relations Coordinator
Ayda Mohammadian, Administrative Assistant

On behalf of the Board and Staff of Volunteer Manitoba, we would like to 
thank you for supporting volunteerism in Manitoba.
We encourage you to visit our website to learn about the many volunteer 
opportunities that exist and how you might get involved.

Please visit us at: VolunteerManitoba.ca

Adam Rout
Adesewa Akin-Aina
Adrian Ashcroft
Alice French
Amber Reid
Amy Freeman 
Andrea Carlson
Andrew Terhoch
Annette Bell
Aurele Boisvert
Barbara-Anne	
Hodge
BellMTS Volunteers
Betty Dyck
Beverlee Hicks
Brian Quail
Chloe Chau
Chris Ainley
Christiana Ogunlana
Connor Genyk
Craig Phillips
Crystal Chubb
Dalip Shekhawat
Dana Santander
Danielle Lysak
Darrell Warren
Dave Hamalaien
Dave Petrishen
David Moore
David Bernardin
Diane Roussin

Don Kostesky
Elaine Hofer
Emily Jochelson
Eric Marshall
Eric Charron
Folk Fest Traffic 
Crew: Dora Dickson
Gifts of Grace	
Glen Tesluk
Glen Wieler
Grace Wall
Grey Pearl Design	
Guneet Brar
Hailey Marsh
Hamper Packing 
Team: The Christmas 
Cheer Board	
Hashini Chandrasena
Health Checks - 
There’s a Whole Lot 
of Living Left to do	
Hôpital Ste-Anne 
Hospital Heliport 
Volunteers	
Inés Bonacossa
Iryna Speridonova
Isabella Serna 
Ramirez
Janan Fileccia
Jason Hildebrand
Jeanie Routledge
Jennifer Quang
Jennifer Loewen

Jerome Peters 
Joanne Roach
Junel Malapad
Kadar Ahmed
Kalyn Murdock
Kath Hryciuk
Kathryn Ginter
Kathy Turenne
Kenneth Friesen
Lac Du Bonnet 
Emergency Social 
Services Team 	
Le groupe de 
bénévoles de la Place 
Des Meurons Inc.	
Legal Help Centre of 
Winnipeg Inc.: 	
Lawyer Volunteer 
Team
Linda Marchinko
Linda Wachal
Lori Matties
Louise Staples
Lyndon Demers
Mae Juenke
Mary Turkington
Mary-Ann Playford
Mat Guerra
Mellissa Bourgeios
Michael Garlinski
Michael Holmes
Motionball
Never Alone Cancer 

Foundation Volunteer 
Group	
Nitesh Sanghai
Paige Bouchard
Paige Paupanakis
Paramjit S. Tappia
Patricia Fitzpatrick
Raquel Lincoln
Ravi Ramberran
Regional Connections 
Immigrant Services 
Volunteers	
Robert Moshenko
Rodney Smith
Rory Gierek
Sam Klack
Sean Murray
Sharon Walker
Stacia Franz
Susan Bruce
Susan Witherly
Susanne Wittebolle
Therasa Hunt
Trish Cleem
Volunteer Leaders: 
Habitat Manitoba	
Winnipeg Crime 
Stoppers
Wpg Cards 4 Charity
YWG Goldwings	
Zoey Laluk-Tam

Congratulations to all those that were nominated! 
Thank you for all you do!
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Presenting Sponsor

2026 Friends of Volunteers

2026 Seat Sponsors

Booke & Partners | Brio Insurance | Onyx Financial Group

Awards Sponsors

2026 Community Champions

Thank you to our 
generous sponsors!


